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 Geographical 
enquiry 

Location 
knowledge  

Place knowledge Physical Geography Human 
geography 

Geographical skills 
and framework 

Year 1 Teacher led enquiries, 
to ask and respond to 
simple closed 
questions. 
Use information 
books/pictures as 
sources of 
information. 
Investigate their 
surroundings 
Make observations 
about where things 
are e.g. within school 
or local area. 

Name and locate the 7 
continents. 
Name and locate the 
four countries of the 
UK and their capital 
cities. 
Use maps and a globe 
to identify the 
continents and 
understand that both a 
map and a globe show 
the same thing. 
Draw and label 
pictures 

Retell what it is like in 
another country. 
Express own views 
about a place, people 
and environment. 
Compare food in 
contrasting countries. 

Name some types of 
weather and describe the 
weather associated with 
the four seasons. 
Understand that different 
countries have different 
types of food. 
Use basic geographical 
vocab to refer to key 
physical features 
including: beach, coast, 
forest, mountain, sea, 
river, season: weather. 
Ask questions about the 
weather and seasons. 
Observe and record e.g. 
draw pictures of the 
weather at different times 
of the year or keep a 
record of how many 
times it rains in a week in 
the winter and a week in 
the summer. 
Express opinions about 
the seasons and relate 
the changes to changes 
in clothing and activities 
e.g. winter = coat, 
summer = t-shirts. 
 
 

Use basic 
geographical vocab 
to refer to key human 
features, including: 
city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
port, harbour and 
shop. Use these 
terms to explain 
trade. 

Use directional language 
to 
describe a route or give 
directions (e.g. next to, 
behind, 
near, far, left, right) 
Make a simple map. 
Use photos to locate a 
familiar place. 
Draw simple sketches. 
Observe and record 
information about the 
local area e.g. how 
many shops there are 
near the school? 
Children to take photos of 
interesting things in the 
local area and explain 
what the photos show. 
Look at a simple map of 
the local area and identify 
the things they 
know and have seen. 
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Year 2 Children encouraged 
to ask simple 
geographical 
questions; Where is 
it? What's it like? 
Use NF books, 
stories, maps, 
pictures/photos and 
internet as sources of 
information. 
Investigate their 
surroundings 
Make appropriate 
observations about 
why things happen. 
Make simple 
comparisons between 
features of different 
places. 

Name and locate the 5 
oceans using maps 
and globes. 
Name and locate the 
seas that surround the 
UK. 
Be able to identify 
cities in the contrasting 
countries. 
Use both maps and 
globes, identify the 
coldest places in the 
world – The North 
and South pole, 
related to their study of 
the Arctic. 
Make predictions 
about 
where the hottest 
places in the world 
are? 
Children to identify the 
equator and locate the 
places on the Equator 
which are the hottest 
(identify Kenya). 

Make comparisons 
between the 
UK and life in another 
country. 
Study pictures/videos 
of two differing 
localities, make 
comparisons between 
life in the 
UK and life in 
Arctic/Kenya, and 
ask geographical 
questions e.g. 
What is it like to live in 
this place? How is this 
place different to 
where I live? How is 
the weather different? 
How are lifestyles 
different? How does 
the climate impact 
lifestyle? 
Draw pictures to show 
how places are 
different and write 
comparatively to show 
the difference. 
Express own views 
about a place, people 
and environment. 
Give detailed reasons 
to support own likes, 
dislikes and 
preferences. 
 
 
 

Recognise and briefly 
describe the following: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley. 
Understand that different 
countries have different 
climates. 
Use basic geographical 
vocab to refer to key 
physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather. 

Use basic 
geographical vocab 
to refer to key human 
features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 
Recognise that 
humans have a 
choice in their 
lifestyle. 
Use the terms to 
compare different 
lifestyles. 

Use the four compass 
points to 
say simple directions. 
Use locational and 
directional language to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map. 
Draw own maps, include 
a key on 
a map using my own 
symbols. 
Recognise a familiar 
place from aerial photos. 
Draw simple diagrams 
with labels. 
Compare two photos and 
make 
suggestions for the cause 
of differences in people 
from 
contrasting countries 
lifestyles. 
Collect data using 
observations and record it 
in a table. 
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 Geographical 
enquiry 

Location Knowledge Place knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Fieldwork skills Mapping skills 

Year 3 Begin to ask/initiate 
geographical 
questions. 
Use NF books, 
stories, atlases, 
pictures/photos and 
internet as sources of 
information. 
Investigate places 
and themes at more 
than one scale 
Begin to collect and 
record evidence 
Analyse evidence and 
begin to draw 
conclusions e.g. make 
comparisons between 
two locations using 
photos/pictures, 
temperatures in 
different locations. 
 
Use a range of 
sources including 
digital maps, atlases, 
globes and satellite 
images to research 
and present 
geographical 
information. 
 

Name and locate a 
wider range of places 
in their locality, the UK 
and wider world. 
Use an index to locate 
countries, cities and 
landmarks using an 
atlas. 
Locate countries, cities 
and landmarks using 
Google Maps and on a 
globe. 

Compare both physical 
and humans features 
of England and 
another country. 
Describe how people 
can both improve and 
damage an 
environment. 
Identify features of a 
place using aerial 
photographs. 
Make detailed maps 
using a key. 

Use geographical 
language to describe 
some aspects of 
human and physical 
features and patterns. 
Make observations 
about places and 
features that change 
over time. 

Observe, record, and 
name geographical 
features in their local 
environments. 

Use the four compass 
points and recognise 
some Ordnance Survey 
symbols on maps. 
Use 4 compass 
points to follow/give 
directions: 
Use letter/no. coordinates 
to locate features on a 
map. 
Try to make a map 
of a short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order; Try to make a 
simple scale drawing. 
Know why a key 
is needed. Use standard 
symbols. 
Locate places on 
larger scale maps 
e.g. map of Europe. 
Follow a route on a 
map with some accuracy. 
(e.g. whilst orienteering). 
Use large scale OS 
maps. Begin to use map 
sites on internet. 
Begin to use junior 
atlases. 
Begin to identify 
features on aerial/oblique 
photographs. 
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Year 4 Ask and respond to 
questions and offer 
their own ideas. 
Extend to satellite 
images, aerial 
photographs 
Investigate places 
and themes at more 
than one scale 
Collect and record 
evidence with some 
aid 
Analyse evidence and 
draw conclusions e.g. 
make comparisons 
between locations 
photos/pictures/ 
maps. 
Use a range of 
sources 
including digital and 
Ordnance Survey 
maps, 
atlases, globes and 
satellite images to 
research geographical 
information. 
 

Name and locate a 
wider range of places 
in their locality, the UK 
and wider world 
including some 
globally significant 
features. 
Locate world’s 
countries, 
environmental regions, 
key 
physical and human 
characteristics, 
countries, 
major cities, vegetation 
belts, climate zones 
and biomes on a map. 
Describe their location 
in relation to the 
equator, tropics, 
hemispheres and 
the poles. 

Compare the different 
lifestyles within a 
country or area of a 
country, linking to 
human and physical 
features – with little 
guidance. 
 

Use geographical 
language to identify and 
explain some aspects of 
human and physical 
features and patterns 
Describe how features 
and places change and 
the links between people 
and environments. 

Observe, record, and 
explain physical and 
human features of 
the environment. 

Recognise Ordnance 
Survey symbols on maps 
and locate features using 
four-figure grid 
references. 
Use 4 compass points 
well: Begin to use 8 
compass points; 
Use letter/no. coordinates 
to locate features on a 
map confidently. 
Make a map of a short 
route experienced, with 
features in correct order; 
Make a simple scale 
drawing. 
Know why a key is 
needed. 
Begin to recognise 
symbols on an OS map. 
Locate places on large 
scale maps, (e.g. Find UK 
or India on globe) 
Follow a route on a large 
scale map. Use large and 
medium scale OS maps. 
Use junior atlases. 
Use map sites on internet. 
Identify features on 
aerial/oblique 
photographs. 
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Year 5 Begin to suggest 
questions for 
investigating 
Begin to use primary 
and secondary 
sources of evidence 
in their investigations. 
Investigate places 
with more emphasis 
on the larger scale; 
contrasting and 
distant places 
Collect and record 
evidence unaided 
Analyse evidence and 
draw conclusions e.g. 
compare historical 
maps of varying 
scales e.g. 
temperature of 
various locations - 
influence on 
people/everyday life. 
Use a range of maps 
and other sources of 
Geographical 
information and select 
the most appropriate 
for a task. 
 

Name and locate an 
increasing range of 
places in the world 
including globally and 
topically significant 
features and events. 
Locate physical 
geographical features 
on a map. Describe 
their location in 
relation to land use 
and look for patterns in 
the locations. 
Locate the seas 
around the UK, and 
counties which suffer 
flooding. 

Describe how physical 
and human geography 
influences the day to 
day life of inhabitants 
of an area. 

Use geographical 
language to identify and 
explain key aspects of 
human and physical 
features and patterns as 
well as links and 
interactions between 
people, places and 
environments. 
 
Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
and why some features 
or places are similar or 
different and how and 
why they change. 

Observe, measure, 
and record human 
and 
physical features 
using a range of 
methods e.g. sketch 
maps, plans, graphs, 
and digital 
technologies. 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
difference between 
Ordnance Survey and 
other maps and when it is 
most appropriate to use 
each. 
Use 8 compass points; 
Begin to use 4 figure 
coordinates to locate 
features on a map. 
Begin to draw a variety of 
thematic maps based on 
their own data. Draw a 
sketch map using 
symbols and a key; 
Use/recognise OS map 
symbols. Compare maps 
with aerial photographs. 
Select a map for a 
specific purpose. (E.g. 
Pick atlas to find Taiwan, 
OS map to find local 
village.) 
Begin to use atlases to 
find out about other 
features of places. (e.g. 
find wettest part of the 
world). Use index and 
contents page within 
atlases. 
Use medium scale land 
ranger OS maps. 
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Year 6 Suggest questions for 
investigating. Use 
primary and 
secondary sources of 
evidence in their 
investigations. 
Investigate places 
with more emphasis 
on the larger scale; 
contrasting and 
distant places 
Collect and record 
evidence unaided 
Analyse evidence and 
draw conclusions e.g. 
from field work data 
on land use 
comparing land 
use/temperature, look 
at patterns and 
explain reasons 
behind it. 
Interpret a wider 
range of geographical 
information and maps 
including scale, 
projections, thematic, 
and digital maps. 
 

Name and locate an 
extensive range of 
places in the world 
including globally 
and topically 
significant 
features and events. 
Compare maps over 
time.  
Understand how time 
zones are shown on a 
map. 

Discuss how people 
are influenced by both 
physical and human 
geography on a local, 
national and global 
scale. 

Recognise patterns in 
human and physical 
features and understand 
some of the conditions, 
processes or changes 
which influence these 
patterns. 
Explain some links and 
interactions between 
people, places and 
environments. 

Use a range of 
numerical and 
quantitative skills to 
analyse, interpret and 
present data 
collected from 
fieldwork 
observations, 
measurements and 
recordings. 

Recognise an increasing 
range of Ordnance 
Survey symbols on maps 
and locate features using 
six-figure grid references. 
Use 8 compass points 
confidently and 
accurately; 
Use 4 figure co-ordinates 
confidently to locate 
features on a map. 
Begin to use 6 figure grid 
refs; use latitude and 
longitude on atlas maps. 
Draw a variety of thematic 
maps based on their own 
data. 
Begin to draw plans of 
increasing complexity.  
Use OS maps. 
Use/recognise OS map 
symbols; Use atlas 
symbols. Follow a short 
route on an OS map. 
Describe features shown 
on OS map. 
Locate places on a world 
map. Use atlases to find 
out about other features 
of places (e.g. mountain 
regions, weather 
patterns). 
Confidently use an atlas. 
Recognise world map as 
a flattened globe. 


