
Art links in EYFS 

Communication 
and language 

PSED Physical 
Development 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
the world 

Expressive arts 
and design 

• Learn new 
vocabulary.  

• Ask questions to 
find out more and 
to check they 
understand what 
has been said to 
them.  

• Articulate their 
ideas and 
thoughts in well-
formed 
sentences.  

• Engage in non-
fiction books. 

• Show 
resilience and 
perseverance 
in the face of 
challenge.  

• Manage their 
own needs. 

• Develop their 
small motor 
skills so that 
they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, 
safely and 
confidently. 
Suggested 
tools: pencils 
for drawing and 
writing, 
paintbrushes, 
scissors, knives, 
forks and 
spoons. 

See communication 
and language. 
 
• Mark making 

and recording. 
• Vocabulary 

development 

• Select, rotate 
and manipulate 
shapes in order 
to develop 
spatial 
reasoning skills. 

• Compose and 
decompose 
shapes so that 
children 
recognise a 
shape can have 
other shapes 
within it, just as 
numbers can.  

• Continue, copy 
and create 
repeating 
patterns.  

• Explore the 
natural world 
around them. 

• Safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, 
texture, form, and 
function;    
• Share their 
creations, 
explaining the 
process they have 
used;   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art links in EYFS 

Year A 

EYFS: Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 
Focus 

Marvellous me/If 
you go down to 

the woods 
today… 

Autumn (Nocturnal 
animals)/Christmas 

Frozen Planet – 
What is it like in 

the Arctic? 

Nature Detectives 
– What`s at the 
bottom of the 

garden? 

Amazing Africa 
– What is it like 

on Safari? 

All the fun of the 
Seaside 

Art 
opportunities 

• Self portraits 

• Family 
portraits 

• Leaf man 
using leaves 

• Pictures of 
woodland 
animals 

• The Gruffalo 
 

• Seasonal tree 
painting using 
autumnal colours 

• Leaf 
rubbing/bark 
rubbing 

• Making an owl 
using a variety of 
art methods. 

• Christmas card 
making 

• Salt dough 
decorations 

• Cotton wool 
polar bear 

• Aurora 
borealis using 
pastels 

• Polar bear 
painting 

• Bee painting 

• Henri Matisse`s 
snails 

• Butterfly 
symmetry art 

• Natural 
resources 
minibeast 
making 

• Painting a 
ladybird 

• Caterpillar 
making 

• Elephant 
cutting skills 

• Lion cutting 
skills 

• Making a 
giraffe 

• Painting 
African 
animal 
patterns 

• animal 
observational 
painting or 
drawing 

 

• Beach 
painting 

• Seaside 
collage 

• Crab collage 

• Clay fossils 

• Seaside 
observation 
painting or 
drawing 

 

 

 

 

 



Art links in EYFS 

Year B 
EYFS: Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 
Focus 

Marvellous 
me/If you go 
down to the 

woods today… 

Light and 
Dark/Christmas 

Up, up and away 
(Transport) 

 

Down in the 
Jungle 

 

Ready, steady sow 
– How does your 

garden grow? 

Commotion in the 
ocean 

 

Art 
opportunities 

• Self 
portraits 

• Family 
portraits 

• Leaf man 
using leaves 

• Pictures of 
woodland 
animals 

• The Gruffalo 

 

• Day and night 
art – colour 
exploration and 
representation 
of the sun/moon 

• Shadow art, 
tracing shapes 
using shadows 

• Star 
constellation art 

• Christmas card 
making 

• Salt dough 
decorations 

• Vehicle 
observational 
drawing or 
painting 

• shape train 

• mark making 
using vehicle 
tracks 

• jungle collage 

• Henri 
Rousseau 

• Tiger painting  

• Jungle animal 
observational 
drawing or 
painting 

• Jungle pattern 
painting 

• Jungle painting 
– how to 
create a tree 

• Collage flower 
making 

• Flower 
observational 
drawing/painting 

• Design a garden 

• Colour mixing – 
creating a 
variety of blue 
tones 

• Celery printed 
fish 

• Bubble painting 
art  

• Tin foil colour 
printing onto 
sea animals 

• Under the sea 
collage. 

• Jellyfish paper 
plate art 

 


